
Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Belgium

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, mechanically and chemically recycled plastics production (post-consumer) data cannot be shown separately. Chemically recycled plastics represent a small share of the total post-consumer recycled plastics production.
2.	 Pre-consumer plastics waste is mainly originating from the plastics conversion activities, and production to a lesser extent.
3.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.
4.	 Including 120 kt recycling of Belgian plastics waste abroad (intra-EU27+3 included). Belgian plastics waste export surplus for intra and extra EU27+3: 147 kt estimated import in 2024, and 150 kt estimated plastics waste export.
5.	 Several steps are needed between the input of plastics waste into chemical recycling and the input into polymerisation, also depending on the chemical recycling technology. More details are available in the “Circular Economy for Plastics - A European Analysis” 2026 

report.
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Belgium

Post-consumer recycled plastics in conversion
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, chemically recycled plastics (post-consumer) are not included in conversion data. 
2.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Belgium

Plastic products conversion, trade and national consumption
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 Extra and intra EU27 trade.
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Belgium

The above data are rounded estimations. 	

Post-consumer plastic waste treatment evolution 
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Belgium

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 From household, industrial, and commercial plastics packaging.

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste treatment evolution 
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Belgium

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment by application
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

France

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, mechanically and chemically recycled plastics production (post-consumer) data cannot be shown separately. Chemically recycled plastics represent a small share of the total post-consumer recycled plastics production.
2.	 Pre-consumer plastics waste is mainly originating from the plastics conversion activities, and production to a lesser extent.
3.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.
4.	 Including 313 kt recycling of French plastics waste abroad (intra-EU27+3 included). French plastics waste export surplus for intra and extra EU27+3: 109 kt estimated import in 2024, and 394 kt estimated plastics waste export.
5.	 Several steps are needed between the input of plastics waste into chemical recycling and the input into polymerisation, also depending on the chemical recycling technology. More details are available in the “Circular Economy for Plastics - A European Analysis” 2026 

report.
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

France

Post-consumer recycled plastics in conversion
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, chemically recycled plastics (post-consumer) are not included in conversion data. 
2.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

France

Plastic products conversion, trade and national consumption
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 Extra and intra EU27 trade.
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

France

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
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Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment
2024, in kt

46%

4,160 kt

via MIXED
waste collection

2,235 kt

2.7%
Recycling

59.5%
Incineration

37.8%
Landfill

via SEPARATE
waste collection

1,925 kt

46.9%
Recycling

37.2%
Incineration

15.8%
Landfill

54%

902.8 kt
1,328.8 kt

844.8 kt

716.1 kt

304.2 kt

60.3 kt

Landfill

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Recycling

Incineration

kt

1,507 1,458 1,419

1,315 1,276
1,176 1,262 1,232 1,140 1,149

401 409 458 534 575 629 718 752 837
964

1,220 1,235
1,352

1,453 1,480
1,596 1,684 1,777

2,098 2,047

+34%

+22%

2018-2024

-9%

23.1%

49.2%

27.6%

4,160 kt
in 2024

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

French plastic waste 
recycling rates are x17 
higher when collected 
separately, compared to 
mixed collection streams.



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

France

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 From household, industrial, and commercial plastic packaging.

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste treatment evolution 
2006-2024, in kt

PACKAGING1 

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste collection evolution
2018-2024, in kt

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Recycling

Incineration

Landfill

kt

841

800 772
748 714 686

776
721

507 518342 382 400 428 456 495 510 549
647

350

835

951 973
1,045 1,082 1,119

1,319
1,245

889
835

2018-2024

+31%

+15%

-33%

2018
2,026 kt

2024
2,410 kt+19%

26.8%

51.7%

21.5%

2,410 kt
in 2024

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste collection and 
treatment
2024, in kt

54% 46%

2,410 kt

via MIXED
waste collection

1,296 kt

0.3%
Recycling

66.6%
Incineration

33.1%
Landfill

via SEPARATE
waste collection

1,114 kt

57.7%
Recycling

34.3%
Incineration

8.0%
Landfill

863.1 kt

429.0 kt

89.1 kt

382.1 kt

642.8 kt

3.9 kt

French plastic 
PACKAGING waste 
recycling rates are x190 
higher when collected 
separately, compared to 
mixed collection streams.



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

France

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment by application
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Germany

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, mechanically and chemically recycled plastics production (post-consumer) data cannot be shown separately. Chemically recycled plastics represent a small share of the total post-consumer recycled plastics production.
2.	 Pre-consumer plastics waste is mainly originating from the plastics conversion activities, and production to a lesser extent.
3.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.
4.	 Including 580 kt recycling of German plastics waste abroad (intra-EU27+3 included). German plastics waste export surplus for intra and extra EU27+3: 456 kt estimated import in 2024, and 743 kt estimated plastics waste export.
5.	 Several steps are needed between the input of plastics waste into chemical recycling and the input into polymerisation, also depending on the chemical recycling technology. More details are available in the “Circular Economy for Plastics - A European Analysis” 2026 

report.
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Germany

Post-consumer recycled plastics in conversion
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, chemically recycled plastics (post-consumer) are not included in conversion data. 
2.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Germany

Plastic products conversion, trade and national consumption
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 Extra and intra EU27 trade.
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Germany

The above data are rounded estimations. 	

Post-consumer plastic waste treatment evolution 
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Germany

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 From household, industrial, and commercial plastic packaging.

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste treatment evolution 
2006-2024, in kt
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Germany

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment by application
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Italy

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, mechanically and chemically recycled plastics production (post-consumer) data cannot be shown separately. Chemically recycled plastics represent a small share of the total post-consumer recycled plastics production.
2.	 Pre-consumer plastics waste is mainly originating from the plastics conversion activities, and production to a lesser extent.
3.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.
4.	 Including 151 kt recycling of Italian plastics waste abroad (intra-EU27+3 included). Italian plastics waste export surplus for intra and extra EU27+3: 180 kt estimated import in 2024, and 190 kt estimated plastics waste export.
5.	 Several steps are needed between the input of plastics waste into chemical recycling and the input into polymerisation, also depending on the chemical recycling technology. More details are available in the “Circular Economy for Plastics - A European Analysis” 2026 

report.
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Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Italy

Post-consumer recycled plastics in conversion
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, chemically recycled plastics (post-consumer) are not included in conversion data. 
2.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.
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Fossil-based
Bio-based2

Mechanically recycled (pre-consumer)

3,0002,0001,0000

367 kt

ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONICS

36.1% (133 kt)

2,960 kt
PACKAGING

10.8% (319 kt)

kt

Total

1,438 kt
BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION

25.0% (359 kt)

546 kt

AGRICULTURE, FARMING & GARDENING

5.1% (28 kt)

5.9% (28 kt)473 kt

AUTOMOTIVE

301 kt
HOUSEWARE, LEISURE & SPORTS

6.3% (19 kt)

1,357 kt
OTHERS

8.7% (117 kt)

Post-consumer recycled plastics 
in conversion evolution 
2018-2024

8.7% 

13.5% 2024

2020

(1,003 kt)

11.0%  (832 kt)

(663 kt)

7.3% 2018 (560 kt)

Mechanically & 
chemically recycled 
(post-consumer)1 

2022



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Italy

Plastic products conversion, trade and national consumption
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 Extra and intra EU27 trade.

Plastics CONVERSION
(by converters) (by end-users)

Plastics CONSUMPTION

7,443 kt 6,157 kt

Export/Import1 

2,960 kt

1,438 kt

546 kt

473 kt

367 kt

301 kt

1,358 kt

2,250 kt

1,270 kt

606 kt

493 kt

357 kt

251 kt

930 kt

Agriculture, Farming & Gardening

Agriculture, Farming & Gardening

Houseware, Leisure & Sports

Houseware, Leisure & Sports

Electrical & Electronics

Electrical & ElectronicsAutomotive

Automotive

Building & Construction

Building & Construction

Packaging

Packaging

Others

Others

-24%

-12%

-3%

-17%

-31%

+11%

+4%

NET EXPORTS NET IMPORTS



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Italy

The above data are rounded estimations. 	

Post-consumer plastic waste treatment evolution 
2006-2024, in kt

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment
2024, in kt

53%

3,935 kt

via MIXED
waste collection

1,855 kt

5.1%
Recycling 

54.3%
Incineration

40.6%
Landfill

via SEPARATE
waste collection

2,080 kt

53.1%
Recycling

39.9%
Incineration

7.0%
Landfill

47%

94.6 kt

1,104.5 kt

829.9 kt

145.6 kt

1,007.3 kt

753.1 kt

Landfill

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Recycling

Incineration

kt

2,013 2,020

1,735

1,680

1,417 1,371 1,410

1,255

981
898

550 602 637 672 711
792

920 959

1,189 1,189

795 826
952 928

1,173
1,259

1,332

1,770 1,839

1,302 +30%

+41%

2018-2024

-36%

30.5%

46.7%

22.8%

3,935 kt
in 2024

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

Italian plastic waste 
recycling rates are x10.4 
higher when collected 
separately, compared to 
mixed collection streams.



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Italy

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 From household, industrial, and commercial plastic packaging.

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste treatment evolution 
2006-2024, in kt

PACKAGING1 

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste collection evolution
2018-2024, in kt

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Recycling
Incineration

Landfill

kt

947 936

674 657

392
337 327

171 136 107

520 553
584 614

651
727

844 883 1,036 1,016

682 715
813 781

1,039
1,114 1,125 1,155 1,128 1,126

2018-2024

+20%
+0.1%

-67%

2018
2,296 kt

2024
2,250 kt

-2%

45.2%50.0%

4.8%

2,250 kt
in 2024

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste collection and 
treatment
2024, in kt

27% 73%

2,250 kt

via MIXED
waste collection

601 kt

0.1%
Recycling

85.9%
Incineration

14.0%
Landfill

via SEPARATE
waste collection

1,649 kt

61.6%
Recycling

37.0%
Incineration

1.4%
Landfill

84.1 kt

1,015.8 kt

610.1 kt

23.1 kt

516.3 kt

0.6 kt

Italian plastic PACKAGING 
waste recycling rates 
are x616 higher when 
collected separately, 
compared to mixed 
collection streams.



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Italy

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment by application
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	

AGRICULTURE, 
FARMING & 
GARDENING

220 kt

23.2%

33.2%

43.6%

AUTOMOTIVE

172 kt

52.9%47.1%

ELECTRICAL & 
ELECTRONICS

236 kt

14.8%

38.6%

46.6%

BUILDING & 
CONSTRUCTION

265 kt

17.0%

40.0%

43.0%

HOUSEWARE, 
LEISURE & SPORTS

203 kt

4.9%

49.8%45.3%

OTHERS

590 kt

4.1%

45.4%50.5%

IncinerationRecycling Landfill



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Netherlands

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, mechanically and chemically recycled plastics production (post-consumer) data cannot be shown separately. Chemically recycled plastics represent a small share of the total post-consumer recycled plastics production.
2.	 Pre-consumer plastics waste is mainly originating from the plastics conversion activities, and production to a lesser extent.
3.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.
4.	 Including 296 kt recycling of Dutch plastics waste abroad (intra-EU27+3 included). Dutch plastics waste import surplus for intra and extra EU27+3: 399 kt estimated import in 2024, and 363 kt estimated plastics waste export.
5.	 Several steps are needed between the input of plastics waste into chemical recycling and the input into polymerisation, also depending on the chemical recycling technology. More details are available in the “Circular Economy for Plastics - A European Analysis” 2026 

report.

Incineration Landfill

 Conversion
to plastic 

products & parts 
by companies

Mechanical
Recycling

Recycling by 
dissolution

Chemical
Recycling5 Export/Import

Fossil-based feedstock

Products in use
(<1 to >50 years)

Pre-consumer plastics waste2

Reuse, 
repair & 

refurbished

Waste 
collection 
& sorting

PolymerisationBio-based feedstock
 Carbon-captured feedstock

Export/Import

Plastics
production

&/or 
compounding

Overall plastics
production

Consumption
of plastic products 

& parts by 
end-users

Recycling4

405 kt-3.0%

-14.4% 5,304 kt 2,231 kt-27.9%

2,032 kt+4.0%1,093 kt-1.0%

685 kt+0% 3 kt+50.0%

2022-2024 evolution

Fossil-basedMechanically & Chemically recycled (post-consumer)1

Mechanically recycled (pre-consumer)Bio-based3

0.1%

89.3%

7.5%3.1%

1.4%77.9%

14.3%
6.4%



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Netherlands

Post-consumer recycled plastics in conversion
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, chemically recycled plastics (post-consumer) are not included in conversion data. 
2.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.

Plastics production
2024, in kt

Plastics conversion
2024, in kt

0.1%
3.1%

89.3%

7.5%

5,304 kt
in 2024

1.4%

6.4%

77.9%

14.3%

2,231 kt
in 2024

Mechanically & chemically recycled (post-consumer)1 

Fossil-based
Bio-based2

Mechanically recycled (pre-consumer) 1,0005000

113 kt
ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONICS

8.5% (10 kt)

886 kt
PACKAGING

11.9% (105 kt)

kt

Total

565 kt
BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION

22.9% (129 kt)

88 kt

AGRICULTURE, FARMING & GARDENING

10.4% (9 kt)

7.9% (10 kt)132 kt
AUTOMOTIVE

102 kt

HOUSEWARE, LEISURE & SPORTS

31.5% (32 kt)

343 kt
OTHERS

6.9% (24 kt)

Post-consumer recycled plastics 
in conversion evolution 
2018-2024

9.8% 

14.3% 2024

2020

(319 kt)

12.8%  (298 kt)

(232 kt)

8.1% 2018 (196 kt)

Mechanically & 
chemically recycled 
(post-consumer)1 

2022



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Netherlands

Plastic products conversion, trade and national consumption
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 Extra and intra EU27 trade.

Plastics CONVERSION
(by converters) (by end-users)

Plastics CONSUMPTION

Export/Import1 

886 kt

Agriculture, Farming & Gardening

Agriculture, Farming & Gardening

Houseware, Leisure & Sports

Houseware, Leisure & Sports

Electrical & Electronics

Electrical & ElectronicsAutomotive

Automotive

Building & Construction

Building & Construction

Packaging

Packaging

Others

Others

NET EXPORTS NET IMPORTS

-36%

-2%

+32%

+28%

+28%

+4%

+15%

2,032 kt

569 kt

555 kt

174 kt

145 kt

117 kt

113 kt

358 kt

2,231 kt

565 kt

132 kt

113 kt

102 kt

88 kt

343 kt



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Netherlands

The above data are rounded estimations. 	

Post-consumer plastic waste treatment evolution 
2006-2024, in kt

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment
2024, in kt

54%

1,093 kt

via MIXED
waste collection

498 kt

11.8%
Recycling

87.6%
Incineration

0.6%
Landfill

via SEPARATE
waste collection

595 kt

41.9%
Incineration

46%

58.1%
Recycling345.7 kt

436.2 kt

249.3 kt

58.8 kt

3.0 kt

Landfill

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Recycling

Incineration

kt

144

144 135
80 58

8 8 4 3 32

171 201 231 227 230 256

416 417 405

564
618

665

560
618 636 676 638

684 685

+58%

+1%

2018-2024

-25%

37.0%

62.7%

0.3%

1,093 kt
in 2024

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

Dutch plastic waste 
recycling rates are x5 
higher when collected 
separately, compared to 
mixed collection streams.



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Netherlands

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 From household, industrial, and commercial plastic packaging.

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste treatment evolution 
2006-2024, in kt

PACKAGING1 

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste collection evolution
2018-2024, in kt

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Recycling

Incineration

Landfill

kt

54 51
22 12 3 4 0 0 0 0

119
145

166
192 180

203
221

339 342
315

340
373

397

266

293

375

291

291

286
254

2018-2024

+43%

-13%

0%

2018
560 kt

2024
569 kt+2%

55.3%44.7%

569 kt
in 2024

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste collection and 
treatment
2024, in kt

27% 73%

569 kt

via MIXED
waste collection

154 kt

14.0%
Recycling

86.0%
Incineration

via SEPARATE
waste collection

415 kt

70.6%
Recycling

29.4%
Incineration

132.4 kt

122 kt

293 kt

21.6 kt

Dutch plastic PACKAGING 
waste recycling rates 
are x5 higher when 
collected separately, 
compared to mixed 
collection streams.



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Netherlands

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment by application
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	

AGRICULTURE, 
FARMING & 
GARDENING

50 kt

32.0%

66.0%

2.0%

AUTOMOTIVE

37 kt

17.6%

83.8%

ELECTRICAL & 
ELECTRONICS

89 kt

27.0%

73.0%

BUILDING & 
CONSTRUCTION

84 kt

22.7%

76.2%

1.2%

HOUSEWARE, 
LEISURE & SPORTS

71 kt

16.2%

83.1%

1.4%

OTHERS

192 kt

6.8%

93.2%

IncinerationRecycling Landfill



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Poland

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 Pre-consumer plastics waste is mainly originating from the plastics conversion activities, and production to a lesser extent.
2.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.
3.	 Including 105 kt recycling of Polish plastics waste abroad (intra-EU27+3 included). Polish plastics waste import surplus for intra and extra EU27+3: 136 kt estimated import in 2024, and 134 kt estimated plastics waste export.
4.	 Several steps are needed between the input of plastics waste into chemical recycling and the input into polymerisation, also depending on the chemical recycling technology. More details are available in the “Circular Economy for Plastics - A European Analysis” 2026 

report.

Incineration Landfill

 Conversion
to plastic 

products & parts 
by companies

Mechanical
Recycling

Recycling by 
dissolution

Chemical
Recycling4 Export/Import

Fossil-based feedstock

Products in use
(<1 to >50 years)

Pre-consumer plastics waste1

Reuse, 
repair & 

refurbished

Waste 
collection 
& sorting

PolymerisationBio-based feedstock
 Carbon-captured feedstock

Export/Import

Plastics
production

&/or 
compounding

Overall plastics
production

Consumption
of plastic products 

& parts by 
end-users

Recycling3

436 kt-4.0%

-10.2% 2,124 kt 3,913 kt+0.4%

3,452 kt+7.0%2,089kt-2.0%

865 kt+15.0% 788 kt-15.0%

2022-2024 evolution

Fossil-basedMechanically recycled (post-consumer)

Mechanically recycled (pre-consumer)Bio-based2

70.4%

19.6%

10.0%

0.4%

82.7%

11.2%
5.7%



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Poland

Post-consumer recycled plastics in conversion
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.

Plastics production
2024, in kt

Plastics conversion
2024, in kt

10.0%

70.4%

19.6%

2,124 kt
in 2024

0.4%

5.7%

82.7%

11.2%

3,913 kt
in 2024

Mechanically recycled (post-consumer) 

Fossil-based
Bio-based1

Mechanically recycled (pre-consumer)

1,5001,0005000

232 kt
ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONICS

5.2% (12 kt)

1,449 kt
PACKAGING

8.1% (118 kt)

kt

Total

1,040 kt
BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION

20.0% (208 kt)

152 kt
AGRICULTURE, FARMING & GARDENING

25.5% (39 kt)

3.3% (11 kt)333 kt
AUTOMOTIVE

155 kt
HOUSEWARE, LEISURE & SPORTS

3.9% (6 kt)

552 kt
OTHERS

7.8% (43 kt)

Post-consumer recycled plastics 
in conversion evolution 
2018-2024

9.3% 

11.2% 2024

2020

(437 kt)

10.0%  (390 kt)

(382 kt)

7.9% 2018 (302 kt)

Mechanically recycled 
(post-consumer)

2022



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Poland

Plastic products conversion, trade and national consumption
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 Extra and intra EU27 trade.

Plastics CONVERSION
(by converters) (by end-users)

Plastics CONSUMPTION

Export/Import1 

1,449 kt

Agriculture, Farming & Gardening

Agriculture, Farming & Gardening

Houseware, Leisure & Sports

Houseware, Leisure & Sports

Electrical & Electronics

Electrical & ElectronicsAutomotive

Automotive

Building & Construction

Building & Construction

Packaging

Packaging

Others

Others

NET EXPORTS NET IMPORTS

-18%

-33%

+13%

+4%

+23%

+2%

+25%

3,452 kt

1,187 kt

702 kt

377 kt

242 kt

194 kt

187 kt

563 kt

3,913 kt

1,040 kt

333 kt

232 kt

155 kt

152 kt

552 kt



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Poland

The above data are rounded estimations. 	

Post-consumer plastic waste treatment evolution 
2006-2024, in kt

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment
2024, in kt

42%

2,089 kt

via MIXED
waste collection

1,212 kt

2.3%
Recycling

47.5%
Incineration

50.2%
Landfill

via SEPARATE
waste collection

877 kt

46.5%
Recycling

33.1%
Incineration

20.4%
Landfill

58%

407.8 kt575.7 kt

608.4 kt

290.3 kt

178.9 kt

27.9 kt

Landfill

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Recycling
Incineration

kt

1,065
1,175

1,081

928 921
817

900 907 930

788

105
155

221
292 313

366

416 431 452 436

5 6
109

265 307

537
605

713 750
865

+5%

+43%

2018-2024

-12%

20.9%

41.4%

37.7%

2,089 kt
in 2024

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

Polish plastic waste 
recycling rates are x20 
higher when collected 
separately, compared to 
mixed collection streams..



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Poland

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 From household, industrial, and commercial plastic packaging.

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste treatment evolution 
2006-2024, in kt

PACKAGING1 

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste collection evolution
2018-2024, in kt

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Recycling

Incineration

Landfill

kt

549
600

513

333 308

312 359

331 355

288

5 6

233

72

265

359
399

488 482
548

151 148
199

250
268 289 316

332 342

352

2018-2024

+11%

+37%

-20%

2018
1,074 kt

2024
1,188 kt+11%

29.6%

46.1%

24.3%

1,188 kt
in 2024

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste collection and 
treatment
2024, in kt

55% 45%

1,188 kt

via MIXED
waste collection

652 kt

1.1%
Recycling

59.6%
Incineration

39.3%
Landfill

via SEPARATE
waste collection

535 kt

64.3%
Recycling

29.7%
Incineration

6.0%
Landfill

388.6 kt

256.2 kt

32.1 kt

158.9 kt

344 kt

7.2 kt

Polish plastic PACKAGING 
waste recycling rates 
are x40 higher when 
collected separately, 
compared to mixed 
collection streams..



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Poland

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment by application
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	

AGRICULTURE, 
FARMING & 
GARDENING

107 kt

19.6%

28.1%

52.3%

AUTOMOTIVE

103 kt

9.7%

21.4%

68.9%

ELECTRICAL & 
ELECTRONICS

129 kt

17.1%

48.1%

34.9%

BUILDING & 
CONSTRUCTION

125 kt

7.2%

43.2%

49.6%

HOUSEWARE, 
LEISURE & SPORTS

112 kt

9.8%

40.2%

50.0%

OTHERS

325 kt

3.4%

32.3%

64.3%

IncinerationRecycling Landfill



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Spain

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, mechanically and chemically recycled plastics production (post-consumer) data cannot be shown separately. Chemically recycled plastics represent a small share of the total post-consumer recycled plastics production.
2.	 Pre-consumer plastics waste is mainly originating from the plastics conversion activities, and production to a lesser extent.
3.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.
4.	 Including 227 kt recycling of Spanish plastics waste abroad (intra-EU27+3 included). Spanish plastics waste import surplus for intra and extra EU27+3: 300 kt estimated import in 2024, and 287 kt estimated plastics waste export.
5.	 Several steps are needed between the input of plastics waste into chemical recycling and the input into polymerisation, also depending on the chemical recycling technology. More details are available in the “Circular Economy for Plastics - A European Analysis” 2026 

report.

Incineration Landfill

 Conversion
to plastic 

products & parts 
by companies

Mechanical
Recycling

Recycling by 
dissolution

Chemical
Recycling5 Export/Import

Fossil-based feedstock

Products in use
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Pre-consumer plastics waste2

Reuse, 
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refurbished

Waste 
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& sorting

PolymerisationBio-based feedstock
 Carbon-captured feedstock
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Overall plastics
production
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of plastic products 

& parts by 
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Recycling4

1,285 kt+15%

+0.9% 5,331 kt 4,513 kt+2.3%

4,434 kt-1.0%3,023 kt+4.0%

675 kt+0% 1,063 kt-6.0%

2022-2024 evolution

Fossil-basedMechanically & Chemically recycled (post-consumer)1

Mechanically recycled (pre-consumer)Bio-based3

0.1%

71.6%

23.2%

5.1%

0.8%
72.5%

21.4%

5.3%



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Spain

Post-consumer recycled plastics in conversion
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, chemically recycled plastics (post-consumer) are not included in conversion data. 
2.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.

Plastics production
2024, in kt

Plastics conversion
2024, in kt

0.1%

5.1%

71.6%

23.2%

5,331 kt
in 2024

0.8%

5.3%

72.5%

21.4%

4,513 kt
in 2024

Mechanically & chemically recycled (post-consumer)1 

Fossil-based
Bio-based2

Mechanically recycled (pre-consumer)
2,0001,5001,0005000

227 kt
ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONICS

12.6% (29 kt)

1,887 kt
PACKAGING

20.6% (388 kt)

kt

Total
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BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION

27.4% (240 kt)
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45.9% (163 kt)

9.7% (32 kt)330 kt
AUTOMOTIVE
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HOUSEWARE, LEISURE & SPORTS
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640 kt
OTHERS
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Post-consumer recycled plastics 
in conversion evolution 
2018-2024

10.0% 

21.4% 2024

2020
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(406 kt)

7.2% 2018 (303 kt)
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(post-consumer)1 

2022



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Spain

Plastic products conversion, trade and national consumption
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 Extra and intra EU27 trade.

Plastics CONVERSION
(by converters) (by end-users)

Plastics CONSUMPTION

4,513 kt 4,434 kt

Export/Import1 

1,887 kt

878 kt

354 kt

330 kt

227 kt
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Building & Construction

Building & Construction
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Packaging

Others

Others

NET EXPORTS NET IMPORTS
-7%

-7%

-18%

+20%

+13%

+18%

+3%

+4%



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Spain

The above data are rounded estimations. 	

Post-consumer plastic waste treatment evolution 
2006-2024, in kt

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment
2024, in kt

52%

3,023 kt

via MIXED
waste collection

1,461 kt

19.0%
Recycling 

23.3%
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57.6%
Landfill

via SEPARATE
waste collection
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64.5%
Recycling
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14.1%
Landfill

48%

277.9 kt

1,007.5 kt

333.7 kt

220.8 kt

341.1 kt

842.1 kt

Landfill

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Recycling

Incineration

kt

1,089

1,187 1,161 1,101 1,024    
1,128

1,063

1,720

1,398

1,744

399 409 433 499
632

720

920

1,119

946

1,285

322 340 404
477

374 427
548 597

673 675

+40%

+23%

2018-2024

-3%

42.5%

22.3%

35.2%

3,023 kt
in 2024

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

Spanish plastic waste 
recycling rates are x3.4 
higher when collected 
separately, compared to 
mixed collection streams.



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Spain

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 From household, industrial, and commercial plastic packaging.

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste treatment evolution 
2006-2024, in kt

PACKAGING1 

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste collection evolution
2018-2024, in kt

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Recycling

Incineration

Landfill

kt

643 654
613

564644
686545

1,019

723

1,077

326 331 349
391

514  

717
760

891 898

592

242 260 275 287 269 296 298

258
324

368

2018-2024

+25%

+4%

-12%

2018
1,648 kt

2024
1,760 kt+7%

51.0%

16.9%

32.1%

1,760 kt
in 2024

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste collection and 
treatment
2024, in kt

29% 71%

1,760 kt

via MIXED
waste collection

519 kt

6.3%
Recycling

11.6%
Incineration

82.1%
Landfill

via SEPARATE
waste collection

1,241 kt

69.8%
Recycling

19.2%
Incineration
11.0%
Landfill

426.1 kt

865.6 kt

238.5 kt

136.9 kt

60.1 kt
32.8 kt

Spanish plastic 
PACKAGING waste 
recycling rates are x13 
higher when collected 
separately, compared to 
mixed collection streams.



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

Spain

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment by application
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	

AGRICULTURE, 
FARMING & 
GARDENING

229 kt

65.9%

14.0%

20.1%

AUTOMOTIVE

144 kt

27.9%

38.8%

33.3%

ELECTRICAL & 
ELECTRONICS

214 kt

49.5%

20.1%

30.4%

BUILDING & 
CONSTRUCTION

109 kt

21.1%

40.4%

38.5%

HOUSEWARE, 
LEISURE & SPORTS

127 kt

8.4%

33.2%

58.4%

OTHERS

440 kt

12.7%

36.4%

50.9%

IncinerationRecycling Landfill



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

United Kingdom

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, mechanically and chemically recycled plastics production (post-consumer) data cannot be shown separately. Chemically recycled plastics represent a small share of the total post-consumer recycled plastics production.
2.	 Pre-consumer plastics waste is mainly originating from the plastics conversion activities, and production to a lesser extent.
3.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.
4.	 Including 534 kt recycling of UK plastics waste abroad (intra-EU27+3 included). UK plastics waste export surplus for intra and extra EU27+3: 40 kt estimated import in 2024, and 670 kt estimated plastics waste export.
5.	 Several steps are needed between the input of plastics waste into chemical recycling and the input into polymerisation, also depending on the chemical recycling technology. More details are available in the “Circular Economy for Plastics - A European Analysis” 2026 

report.

2022-2024 evolution

Fossil-basedMechanically & Chemically recycled (post-consumer)1

Mechanically recycled (pre-consumer)Bio-based3

Incineration Landfill

 Conversion
to plastic 

products & parts 
by companies

Mechanical
Recycling

Recycling by 
dissolution

Chemical
Recycling5 Export/Import

Fossil-based feedstock

Products in use
(<1 to >50 years)

Pre-consumer plastics waste2

Reuse, 
repair & 

refurbished

Waste 
collection 
& sorting

PolymerisationBio-based feedstock
 Carbon-captured feedstock

Export/Import

Plastics
production

&/or 
compounding

Overall plastics
production

Consumption
of plastic products 

& parts by 
end-users

Recycling4

1,151 kt-3.0%

-7.8% 2,373 kt 3,483 kt-5.6%

5,449 kt-6.0%4,273 kt+1.0%

2,482 kt+10.0% 640 kt-10.0%

67.2% 25.6%

7.2%

1.1%79.1%

14.2%
5.6%



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

United Kingdom

Post-consumer recycled plastics in conversion
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 For data availability reasons, chemically recycled plastics (post-consumer) are not included in conversion data. 
2.	 For data availability reasons, bio-attributed plastics are not included in national data.

Plastics production
2024, in kt

Plastics conversion
2024, in kt

7.2%

67.2%

25.6%

2,373 kt
in 2024

1.1%

5.6%

79.1%

14.2%

3,483 kt
in 2024

Mechanically & chemically recycled (post-consumer)1 

Fossil-based
Bio-based2

Mechanically recycled (pre-consumer)
1,500500 1,0000

141 kt

ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONICS

35.1% (50 kt)

1,354kt
PACKAGING

14.1% (190 kt)

kt

Total

904 kt
BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION

21.8% (196 kt)

216 kt

AGRICULTURE, FARMING & GARDENING

6.3% (14 kt)

6.4% (14 kt)212 kt

AUTOMOTIVE

134 kt
HOUSEWARE, LEISURE & SPORTS

5.2% (7 kt)

522 kt
OTHERS

4.6% (24 kt)

Post-consumer recycled plastics 
in conversion evolution 
2018-2024

7.2% 

14.2% 2024

2020

(495 kt)

14.0%  (516 kt)

(266 kt)

6.9% 2018 (275 kt)

Mechanically & 
chemically recycled 
(post-consumer)1 

2022



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

United Kingdom

Plastic products conversion, trade and national consumption
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 Extra and intra EU27 trade.

Plastics CONVERSION
(by converters) (by end-users)

Plastics CONSUMPTION

3,483 kt 5,449 kt

Export/Import1 

1,354 kt

904 kt

216 kt

212 kt

141 kt

134 kt

522 kt

2,320 kt

1,096 kt

376 kt

327 kt

211 kt

219 kt

900 kt

Agriculture, Farming & Gardening

Agriculture, Farming & Gardening

Houseware, Leisure & Sports

Houseware, Leisure & Sports

Electrical & Electronics

Electrical & ElectronicsAutomotive

Automotive

Building & Construction

Building & Construction

Packaging

Packaging

Others

Others

NET EXPORTS NET IMPORTS

+54%

+50%

+71%

+21%

+74%

+63%

+72%



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

United Kingdom

The above data are rounded estimations. 	

Post-consumer plastic waste treatment evolution 
2006-2024, in kt

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment
2024, in kt

49% 51%

4,273 kt

via MIXED
waste collection

2,106 kt

2.8%
Recycling 

75.3%
Incineration

21.9%
Landfill

via SEPARATE
waste collection

2,167 kt

50.4%
Recycling

41.4%
Incineration

8.2%
Landfill

59 kt

1,092.2 kt

897.1 kt

1,585.8 kt

461.2 kt
177.7 kt

Landfill

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Recycling
Incineration

kt

2,683 2,703 2,596
2,833

1,605

1,218

962
818 710 640

423 515
650 700

843
976

1,017
1,166 1,187 1,151

239 250 314 325

1,201

1,573

1,966 1,947

2,343
2,482

+13%

+26%

2018-2024

-33%

26.8%

58.2%

15.0%

4,273 kt
in 2024

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

IncinerationRecycling Landfill

UK plastic waste 
recycling rates are x18 
higher when collected 
separately, compared to 
mixed collection streams.



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

United Kingdom

The above data are rounded estimations. 	
1.	 From household, industrial, and commercial plastic packaging.

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste treatment evolution 
2006-2024, in kt

PACKAGING1 

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste collection evolution
2018-2024, in kt

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Recycling

Incineration

Landfill

kt

1,551 1,578 1,493

1,752

717
580 383 310

178 167

382 449
576

709

805 829 910 918 931

147 159 217 214

834 875

1,150
963

1,175 1,222

2018-2024

+12%

+6%

-56%

2018
2,362 kt

2024
2,320 kt

-2%

40.1%

52.7%

7.2%

2,320 kt
in 2024

Post-consumer plastic PACKAGING waste collection and 
treatment
2024, in kt

35% 65%

2,320 kt

via MIXED
waste collection

810 kt

90.3%
Incineration

via SEPARATE
waste collection

1,510 kt

61.7%
Recycling

32.4%
Incineration

931.7 kt

489.2 kt

731.4 kt

9.7%
Landfill

78.6 kt 5.9%
Landfill

89.1 kt



Circular Economy for Plastics
Data for 2024

United Kingdom

Post-consumer plastic waste collection and treatment by application
2024, in kt

The above data are rounded estimations. 	

AGRICULTURE, 
FARMING & 
GARDENING

146 kt

14.4%

47.3%

38.4%

AUTOMOTIVE

259 kt

12.0%

37.1%51.0%

ELECTRICAL & 
ELECTRONICS

316 kt

17.4%42.7%

39.9%

BUILDING & 
CONSTRUCTION

416 kt

14.4%

62.3%

23.3%

HOUSEWARE, 
LEISURE & SPORTS

212 kt

7.1%

79.7%

13.2%

OTHERS

604 kt

6.3%

89.6%

4.1%

IncinerationRecycling Landfill




