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THE GLOBAL PLASTICS ALLIANCE ANNOUNCES FOURFOLD 

INCREASE IN PROJECTS TO COMBAT MARINE LITTER 

 
 

WASHINGTON (August 11, 2020) – The Global Plastics Alliance (GPA) released its 5th Progress 

Report announcing approximately 395 marine litter prevention projects have been planned, 

underway, or completed as of early 2020. The GPA, a collaboration among plastic industry 

associations around the world, said the accounting of projects represents an increase of four times 

the amount since 2011 when the group was formed. 

 

The projects vary widely, from beach clean ups to expanding waste management capacities, and 

from global research to awareness and education campaigns. 

 

“We began this important initiative nearly a decade ago and have worked to grow our reach and 

impact in every region of the world,” said Keith Christman, managing director of plastics markets, 

American Chemistry Council. “Projects to combat marine litter have grown fourfold and we 

continue growing the number of stakeholders involved.”  

 

The work began when a handful of plastics industry associations committed to action at the 5th 

International Marine Debris Conference (5IMDC) by announcing The Declaration of the Global 

Plastics Associations for Solutions on Marine Litter, also known as the “Global Declaration.” 
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The latest report reflects work undertaken by 80 plastics associations that have signed the Global 

Declaration in 43 countries. 

 

"Globally, plastics producers continue to partner with public and private partners to effect 

meaningful actions to address the problem of ocean plastic pollution," said Callum Chen, 

secretary-general, Asia Plastics Forum (APF). "In APF, we are also engaging the Brand Owners, 

upstream resin producers and downstream fabricators in our respective Member Countries to 

jointly tackle the global marine litter issue. We encourage sharing of best practices amongst our 

Member Countries so that the whole region could grow and improve waste management 

infrastructure as a solution to this challenge." 

 

“Solving plastics litter requires global collaboration and bold actions,” said Virginia Janssens, 

Managing Director of PlasticsEurope. “We need strong partnerships between an interconnected 

plastics value chain and all stakeholders, be they local, national or global, to solve this problem 

and develop innovative, sustainable solutions.” 

 

The six focus areas of the Global Declaration are education, research, public policy, sharing best 

practices, plastics recycling/recovery, and plastic pellet containment.  

 

In addition, the global plastics industry continues to move toward more circular systems where 

resources are used, reused, and recycled to the greatest extent possible. A consortium of nearly 40 

leading global companies has formed the Alliance to End Plastic Waste. Representing brand 

companies, plastic producers and processors, and waste management companies, the Alliance has 

set a goal of deploying $1.5 billion over the next five years to help end plastic waste in the 

environment.  

 

Many of their efforts will focus on developing the waste management infrastructure to capture and 

repurpose plastics in parts of the world where most of the trash is leaking into the ocean. The 

Alliance is working across the globe to promote infrastructure, education and engagement, 

innovation, and cleanup efforts. 

 

# # # 

 http://www.americanchemistry.com 

The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of chemistry. ACC members 

apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer. ACC is 

committed to improved environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care®; common sense advocacy 

designed to address major public policy issues; and health and environmental research and product testing. The business of 

chemistry is a $565 billion enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy. It is among the largest exporters in the nation, 

accounting for ten percent of all U.S. goods exports. Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research and 

development. Safety and security have always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they have intensified their efforts, 

working closely with government agencies to improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical 

infrastructure. 
 

About Malaysian Plastics Manufacturers Association (MPMA) 
The Malaysian Plastics Manufacturers Association (MPMA), established in 1967, is a progressive trade association providing 

leadership and quality service to its members and the plastics industry with due care to the environment. MPMA is the official voice 

of the Malaysian plastics industry, representing its members and the industry in Government interaction, spearheading the plastics 
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http://www.americanchemistry.com/
https://mpma.org.my/
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industry's growth and providing the platforms to assist members to be globally competitive. One of MPMA's current focus is on 

plastics and sustainability whereby activities involve communication, education and public awareness.   
 

MPMA is the permanent Secretariat of Asia Plastics Forum (APF). The APF was formed in 1991 and currently comprise 12 

member countries - Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand 

and Vietnam. APF was established to share and exchange information on the plastics industry and the country's economy in the 

Asian region. Over the past years, APF has been concentrating on environmental issues affecting the plastics industry, reflecting on 

the current global situations where the 3Rs and litter issues are amongst those intensely debated by member countries. 

 

PlasticsEurope is one of the leading European trade associations with centres in Brussels, Frankfurt, London, Madrid, Milan and 

Paris. We are networking with European and national plastics associations and have more than 100 member companies, producing 

over 90% of all polymers across the EU27 member states plus Norway, Switzerland, Turkey and UK. The European plastics 

industry makes a significant contribution to the welfare in Europe by enabling innovation, creating quality of life to citizens and 

facilitating resource efficiency and climate protection. Over 1.6 million people are working in close to 60,000 companies (mainly 

small and medium sized companies in the converting sector) to create a turnover of more than 360 bn EUR per year. The plastics 

industry includes polymer producers - represented by PlasticsEurope, converters - represented by EuPC and machine 

manufacturers - represented by EUROMAP. For further info see the web links: www.plasticseurope.org, 

www.plasticsconverters.eu, www.euromap.org. 

http://www.plasticseurope.org/

